Dermoid cysts of the posterior fossa--morbid associations of a benign lesion.
Dermoid cysts of posterior fossa are uncommon benign lesions. They differ from other lesions found in the infra tentorial compartment by virtue of their associated conditions. Due to their association with dermal sinus tracts, intracranial infection is a potential threat following infection of the cyst. Due to their embryologic origin, these cysts may also be associated with other congenital anomalies. In this article we detail our eleven-year-experience with posterior fossa dermoid cysts in fifteen patients. Despite the morbid presentation with severe life-threatening complications, the overall outcome was excellent. Implications of the various associations are discussed.